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Khadi

Khadi to me is the symbol of unity of Indian huma-
nity, of its economic freedom and equality and, there-
fore, ultimately, in the poetic expression of Jawaharlal
Nehru,  "the livery of India's freedom".

Moreover, Khadi mentality means decentralization
of the production and distribution of the necessaries of
life. Therefore, the formula so far evolved is, every
village to produce all its necessaries and a certain per-
centage in addition for the requirements of the cities.

Heavy industries will needs be centralized and
nationalized. But they will occupy the least part of the
vast national activity which will mainly be in the villages.

Production of Khadi includes cotton growings pick-
ing, ginning, cleaning, carding, slivering, spinning, siz-
ing, dyeing, preparing the warp and the woof, weaving,
and washing. These, with the exception of dyeing, are
essential processes. Every one of them can be effectively
handled in the villages and is being so handled in many
villages throughout India which the A.I.S.A. is covering.

Since the wanton destruction of this central village
industry and the allied handicrafts, intelligence and
brightness have fled from the villages, leaving them in-
ane, lustreless, and reduced almost to the state of their
ill-kept cattle.
Constructive Programme, p.  12

Other Village Industries

These stand on a different footing from Khadi. There
is not much scope for voluntary labour in them. Each
industry will take the labour of only a certain number
of hands. These industries come in as a handmaid to
Khadi. They cannot exist without Khadi, and Khadi will